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Commonwealth Youth’s Statement on Climate Change
‘’Climate change is not all about the changing climate; it’s also about changing the patterns of human activity’’

We, young people from Commonwealth countries, interacted with diplomats, politicians, practitioners, faith groups and academics and presented our views and experiences of climate change and its impacts on our communities and future generations. 
We acknowledged that climate change has a negative and sometimes a devastating impact on young people. Facts and figures gleaned through impartial scientific analysis and the reality on the ground enables us to see the critical dimensions of the problem. We can no longer delay action or make excuses by stating that climate change is rooted in natural occurrences. It is imperative for us to make necessary changes in our life styles.

We recognise an urgent need to combat climate change. Climate change is not all about the changing climate; it’s also about changing the patterns of human activity. This is the first global crisis that involves everyone in every corner of the world.  We believe that governments and the current generation should be held accountable and so should take the responsibility for this injustice on the next generation. There is a need to tap the energy, dynamism and creativity of young people.  

And therefore, 
· We believe that all governments should be bound by an agreement to combat climate change. Governments that fail to meet their obligations must be held to account, and should work in partnership with the private sector, civil society organisations and young people to ensure dissemination of such agreements and other climate related issues.

· We hereby call on our governments to actively support the Commonwealth Secretariat and other Commonwealth institutions to appoint a Special Representative to the Commonwealth Secretary-General on climate change. The Special Representative should liaise with all institutions of the Commonwealth, and act as a high profile spokesperson, monitoring the implementation of the Commonwealth agenda on climate change and implementing concrete actions across the Commonwealth, with a particular focus on small states and valuable groups.

· We strongly recommend to our governments to set up a framework for a greener society through means of education and technology transfer.  We also recommend a mechanism involving young people at all levels of decision making and implementation processes in combating climate change. 
· We strongly urge the allocation of dedicated funds on a fair and just basis towards youth mobilisation and activity in climate mitigation and adaptation. As young people, we have committed ourselves to engaging in a meaningful network of our own (the Commonwealth Climate Initiative) and undertaking practical action projects on climate change.
We hope that this Statement will provide the Commonwealth and the international community and all peoples of the world with constructive ideas and recommendations to take action to tackle climate change, without delay, as we face the challenge of making our planet a place fit for present and future generations. 
We call upon the 2009 Commonwealth Heads of Governments Meeting in Trinidad and Tobago and the United Nations Climate Conference in Copenhagen to think about the next generation in their deliberations and to take decisions in a more compassionate and productive manner. The clock is ticking; the tools are at hand and the resources are within reach. We cannot afford to fail! 

Young Commonwealth Climate Summit, Commonwealth Secretariat, Marlborough House, October 28th -30th, 2009, 
