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ENTRY CLEARANCE CERTIFICATES FOR OVERSEAS VISITORS TO UK – OPTIONAL PROCESS

To: All UK groups planning Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Botswana, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Dominica, Grenada, Kiribati, Lesotho, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Namibia, Nauru, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, St Kitts & St Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, Seychelles, Singapore, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Swaziland, Tonga, Trinidad & Tobago, Tuvalu, Vanuatu.

Over the last few years there have been isolated examples of groups and individuals from non-visa countries encountering difficulties at UK ports of entry and even being refused leave to enter.  This seems to have affected nationals from the Caribbean region in particular but could be a difficulty for any overseas national who is perceived by UK Immigration Officials at Arrivals to be a potential economic migrant.  Entering the UK is not getting any easier.

You should also be aware that, following recent changes in immigration regulations, there is no right of appeal if entry is refused at port of entry unless an individual is in possession of an Entry Certificate, in which case an appeal can be made from within the UK and the person concerned must be given temporary leave to enter in order to make an appeal.  There is therefore some advantage in having an Entry Certificate.  Whilst the certificate does not guarantee entry, it shows that some screening has been undertaken prior to departure and will help satisfy immigration officials at the UK airports.

Entry Certificates are obtained locally from the British High Commission Entry Clearance Section.  There is a charge for an Entry Certificate, which must be paid in the currency of the country in which an application is made.  Application must be made in good time.

We advise UK host organisations to investigate the advisability of encouraging their overseas visitors to gain entry clearance prior to travelling to the UK, especially if you are purchasing air tickets.  You can seek advice on their behalf from the British High Commission in your partner country and from the UK Visas website (www.ukvisas.gov.uk).  Obviously, the higher the prevalence of economic migration from your partner country and the lower the personal incomes of your visitors, the more advisable it is for them to gain entry clearance.  UK host organisations can help the process of gaining entry clearance by writing to the British High Commission informing them of the exchange visit to the UK and of CYEC’s grant support.  Give details of the names and passport numbers of your visitors and the dates of their visit.

UK Arrivals

Whether or not your partners apply for entry certificates, as UK hosts you should do the following:

1. Issue a formal letter of invitation to your partners, inviting them to visit the UK to take part in a youth exchange.  This will ensure they have official documentation from you to show immigration officers if the need arises.  Provide background context to the exchange (eg your group has already travelled overseas for the first half of the exchange). Attach a programme.

2. Provide your partners with a letter addressed to the Chief Immigration Officer at the port of entry (eg Heathrow/Gatwick).  This should confirm the purpose of their visit to UK, the dates of their visit, and that your organisation will be responsible for visitors’ living costs for the duration of the exchange visit.  Indicate that you will be at Airport Arrivals to meet your visitors and will be available to confirm any matters should the need arise at Immigration Control – and provide a mobile telephone number in case Immigration needs to contact you.  Each member of the visiting group should carry a copy of this letter. 

3. As a back-up system, write directly to the Chief Immigration Officer at the UK port of entry a week before your visitors’ arrival with the same information as in paragraph 2 above.  
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